
History & 
Genealogy

Founded in 1998, the History and 
Genealogy Department is a major 
research destination offering access 
to a growing collection of more than 
85,000 print items, 850 periodical 
titles, 40,000 microfilms, and a  
variety of electronic databases.

at St. Louis County Library

subscribers via email for free. Past issues and  
subscription information are available on the  
library’s website.

FamilySearch affiliate library services—The 
History & Genealogy Department is an authorized 
FamilySearch affiliate library. Digitized records that 
are authorized for viewing in affiliate libraries can 
be accessed on public computers and on wireless 
devices at the Headquarters location.

Interlibrary Loan service—interlibrary loan allows  
St. Louis County Library card holders access to  
materials from other libraries. Many History and  
Genealogy Department books are made available to 
other libraries through the interlibrary loan system. 

Classes and events—the department staff offers  
free classes on genealogy, sponsors monthly  
meetings of the St. Louis Genealogical Society, and 
holds special events. 

Using the Collection
Hours and Location
Access to the department is free and open to the 
public during regular library hours:

Monday–Thursday ................. 9:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday .................  9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
Sunday ............................................ 1:00–5:00 p.m.

Closed on legal holidays and other occasions as announced

Preparing for a Visit
Information about location, library hours, special 
closings, security procedures, equipment availability, 
printing costs and other helpful information is 
available on the library’s website: www.slcl.org.

Tours
Tours of the History & Genealogy Department are 
conducted on Wednesdays and Saturdays at  
10:30 a.m. No advance notice is required, but 
groups of 10 or more are encouraged to contact the 
department ahead of time. Special group tours are 
gladly arranged. Call 314-994-3300, ext. 2070 or send 
an email to genealogy@slcl.org for more information.

www.slcl.org
In addition to information about the History and 
Genealogy Department and its holdings, the website 
also provides access to online finding aids, indexes to 
department sources and the library catalog.

History and Genealogy Department
St. Louis County Library 
1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63131-3598

Phone: 314–994–3300, ext. 2070

Email: genealogy@slcl.org

Website: www.slcl.org 

Map of Library Location
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Major Collections 
The St. Louis Genealogical Society Collection  
offers unique materials for St. Louis metropolitan  
area, Missouri, Midwest research and sources for 
finding European roots. 

The National Genealogical Society Collection  
includes 30,000 items available for checkout or  
request through interlibrary loan. The collection  
features state, county, local and family histories;  
cemetery, church, court, land, marriage and estate 
record abstracts. 

The Julius K. Hunter and Friends African American 
Research Collection (JKH) features unique African 
American genealogical resources in print and  
on microfilm.

The William C.E. and Bessie K. Becker Collection  
is comprised of sources for German, Swiss and  
Irish research. Featured is a collection of more than 
850 microfilm reels of parish records from Canton 
Bern, Switzerland.

The Mary F. Berthold Collection—a premier 
collection of rare and heavily used works acquired 
from the National Genealogical Society’s reference 
library.

The Jewish Genealogical Society of St. Louis  
Collection—Originally housed at United Hebrew 
Temple, this collection offers a unique look at Jewish 
history, including more than 100 Yizkor books 
memorializing destroyed Jewish communities and 
listing residents killed in the Holocaust.

Other Collection Highlights 
St. Louis Sources
A large selection of microfilm 
featuring city directories, 
vital records, naturalizations, 
probate records, cemetery 
records, funeral home records, 
and other important sources 
for St. Louis City and County 
research.

U.S. States
The department offers many print sources, including 
vital record indexes and abstracts; cemetery and 
funeral home records; church records; land ownership 
records and maps; military records, including 
indexes and abstracts for federal and state records 
and extensive holdings for the Civil War period; 
genealogical journals and newsletters; probate court, 
wills and estate records; and local, regional and  
state histories.

Church Records
Collections include St. Louis-area Lutheran, United 
Church of Christ, and Catholic records, including 
those for the Archdiocese of St. Louis and the  
Diocese of Belleville, Ill.

Newspapers
The library holds current and  
historical St. Louis newspapers, 
including those published for  
immigrant, ethnic and local  
communities.

Published Family Histories
The department offers more 
than 13,000 published family histories,  
many of which are available for checkout or  
through interlibrary loan.

Sources for National and Ethnic Research
The department’s collection features unique foreign 
sources, including German Ortsippenbücher  
(genealogical registers extracted from parish records), 
Scottish memorial inscription books, an extensive  
collection of “Marriage Repertories” for Québec, 
parish registers of French North America, and church 
records for Canton Bern, Switzerland.

Periodicals
Holdings include more than 850 periodical titles  
relating to genealogy and local history.

Electronic databases
The library offers Ancestry Library Edition, Fold3,  
Heritage Quest, Pro-Quest Historical St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch, Access Newspaper Archive, and a 
variety of other databases for genealogical and  
historical research. Most can be used remotely  
by St. Louis County Library card holders living in  
the St. Louis metropolitan area.

Department Services
Reference services—a knowledgeable reference  
staff is available to assist researchers. 

Lookup services—the department accepts requests 
for lookups in indexed sources. See the department’s 
website for information.

Monthly newsletter—PastPorts monthly newsletter 
offers department news, articles highlighting 
department sources, and a listing of free classes and 
events. The newsletter is delivered electronically to 

Collection Emphases
The department’s collections offer unique 
genealogical and historical sources 
emphasizing the St. Louis metropolitan area, 
the state of Missouri, and states and foreign 
countries that fed migration into Missouri. 
The department offers substantial holdings 
for New England states, the original 13 
colonies, and a growing collection of sources 
from foreign countries. Military history and 
sources for research on various ethnic and 
national groups are well represented.
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